Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 288 K; mean (C-C) = 0.005 Å; R factor = 0.042; wR factor = 0.101; data-to-parameter ratio = 14.1.
In the title compound, [Cu 2 (C 7 H 5 O 2 ) 4 (C 10 H 9 N) 2 ], the paddlewheel-type dinuclear complex is constructed by four bridging benzoate groups and two terminal 6-methylquinoline ligands. The asymmetric unit contains one-half of the whole molecule, and there is an inversion center at the mid-point of the CuÁ Á ÁCu bond. The octahedral coordination of each Cu atom, with four O atoms in the equatorial plane, is completed by the N atom of the 6-methylquinoline molecule [Cu-N = 2.212 (2) Å ] and by another Cu atom [CuÁ Á ÁCu = 2.6939 (13) Å ]. The Cu atom lies 0.234 Å out of the plane of the four O atoms. The molecular packing is stabilized by one intramolecular C-HÁ Á ÁO as well as C-HÁ Á Á andinteractions. 
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[Cu 2 (C 7 H 5 O 2 ) 4 (C 10 H 9 N) 2 ] M r = 897.88 Triclinic, P1 a = 10.420 (7) 272 parameters H-atom parameters constrained Á max = 0.31 e Å À3 Á min = À0.33 e Å À3 Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ).
Cg1 is the centroid of the C22-C27 ring. 
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Data collection: SMART (Bruker, 1997) ; cell refinement: SAINT (Bruker, 1997) ; data reduction: SAINT; program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXS97 (Sheldrick, 2008) ; program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXL97 (Sheldrick, 2008) ; molecular graphics: SHELXTL (Sheldrick, 2008) ; software used to prepare material for publication: SHELXTL.
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